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Courtesy of DOC

CHSB

What is CORI?  Purpose; Definition; 
Compilation

Non-
conviction



New---Department of Criminal 
Justice Information System

CJIS

world wide web 
Access



How to Read 
A CORI?

No Change in 
format yet



Level 1 Level 2 Level 3
Enhanced 
Level 

Agencies that can 
see time-limited 
conviction data

Agencies that 
can see pending 
cases and 
convictions

Agencies that can 
see “all available 
CORI”

Agencies that can 
see juvenile arrest 
and/or indication of 
sealed record and 
conviction data

Any person 
who knows the 
name & dob of 
an incarcerated 
individual; or 
probationer 
whose crime is 
punishable by 5 
or more years 
prison sentence; 
or recently 
released

Anyone who 
shows that 
the public 
interest in 
getting CORI 
outweighs 
subject’s 
interest in 
non-
disclosure

Public 
Housing 
Authorities

Many 
Private 
Employers

Schools
Providers 

engaged in 
activities or 
programs for 
children less 
than 18 

Long-term 
care facilities 
for position 
treatment

Agencies 
providing care 
for the elderly 
or disabled 

Taxicab 
companies 
transporting 
pupils

CORI subject

Criminal Justice 
Agencies

DSS
DYS
DEEC
*Operators of 

children’s camps 
*but no access to 
sealed record 
notation

G.L. c. 6, § 172, ¶ ¶  
6, 7.

G.L. c. 6, § 172, 
clause (c) ; 168

G.L. c. 71, § 38R;  c.6, 
§ § 172h; 172E; 172C; 

G.L. c. 6, § § 172 clause 
(a); 172B; 172D; 172F; 

 

Who has 
Access?



Chapter 256 of the Acts of 2010, Section 21









What Rights do CORI Subjects Have 
Under Current Law?

1. Partial “ban the box”

2. Opportunity to dispute accuracy and relevance

3. Prohibition against requesting or requiring 
individual to provide copy of CORI

4. Procedure to correct inaccurate record.



Rights of A Person with CORI
Under New Law

1. “Ban the box”—no criminal history inquiry (unless 
mandated by a federal or state law) (effective Nov. 
2010)

2. Provide copy of CORI prior to questioning 
applicant & at adverse decision 

3. File complaint for violations, including failure to 
provide CORI at questioning or adverse decision, 
with Criminal Record Review Board

4. Obtain help to correct inaccurate record from Dept 
of Criminal Justice Information System  

5. Obtain “self-audit.”



Sealing: Legal Option to Diminish Effects 
of CORI

 Massachusetts laws permit the sealing of criminal 
records.

 GL chapter 276, § 100A permits the sealing of 
convictions.

 GL chapter 276, § 100C permits the sealing of 
charges ending favorably to a defendant.



Sealing Convictions

3 basic requirements must be satisfied:
1.  Record to be sealed should be a conviction or a 
disposition not ‘seal-able’ under § 100C;

2.  Application to seal must be made not less than 
10 years after final criminal justice event on a 
misdemeanor and 15 years on a felony;   

3.  No intervening conviction in or out of state 
within 10 years of the application to seal.

* Note: intervening motor vehicle offense. 



Sealing Convictions-- Process

1. Obtain §100A petition to seal from Office of the 
Commissioner of Probation, (OCP) 1 Ashburton 
Place, Room 405, Boston

2. Complete petition
3. Sign under the penalties of perjury
4. Mail or deliver to 1 Ashburton Place
5. About 1 week turnaround.



New Law Changes Waiting Period 
for Sealing Conviction

1. Felony waiting period is 10 years (time on 
probation counts)

2. Misdemeanor waiting is 5 years (time on probation 
counts)



Sealing Non-Convictions

3 basic requirements must be satisfied:
1.  Final disposition must end in Not Guilty (NG), 
No Probable Cause (NPC), Nolle Prosequi (NP) or 
Dismissal (DISM);
2.  Interest of substantial justice will best be served 
by sealing record (NP and DISM);
3.  A compelling state interest will be furthered by 
sealing record.



Sealing Non-Convictions--Process

1. Obtain §100C petition to seal from court
2. Complete petition
3. Attach brief memo explaining why record should 

be sealed (sample available)
4. File petition in court where charge(s) were brought
5. Court will schedule hearing
6. Court will usually decide same day.



New Law Change 
Sealing Non-Conviction

1. CWOF can be sealed whether or not probation is

imposed.

**************************************************

Note:  a) Criminal justice agencies have automatic

access to sealed record

b) Family law litigants have access to sealed   

records in custody, visitation and safety cases.

** New sealing rules effective May 2012.



For CORI help: 

Legal Advocacy and Resource 
Center (LARC)
800-342-5297 or 
617-603-1700
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